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The NW PA Fishing Report provides timely angling information for Crawford, Erie, Mercer 
and Venango Counties – covering all species and all waters open to the public.  The fishing 
comments and photos are offered by regional tackle shops and area anglers, compiled 
and published twice a month.  The NW PA Fishing Report is based on experiences, obser-
vations and opinions of individual contributors; information sources are considered relia-
ble but comments are not independently verified. In providing information or pictures, 
you are agreeing to your comments being edited, and posted to websites and distributed 
electronically. 
 
The NW PA Fishing Report is brought to you by: 

Pennsylvania’ Great Lakes Region (www.PaGreatLakes.com) 
Black Knight Industries, Oil City  (www.GammaFishing.com) 
Wiegel Brothers Marine, Franklin (www.wiegelbrothersmarine.com) 

The Landing Net      by Darl Black 

So many anglers are focusing on steelhead right now, and that’s great! Steelies are a fun 
fish to catch. However, with water temperature in the low 50s to mid-40s, Marilyn and I 
prefer to fish for Allegheny River smallmouth bass 
in November and early December. Nothing like run-
ning down the river on a crisp late fall morning with 
chilly air temps turning cheeks red. Keeping fingers 
warm enough in order to be able to detect the light 
bite of a smallmouth bass on a tube or hair jig is al-
ways a challenge. Feel the slight tick in the line. 
Sweep the rod for a hook-set! Great times with our 
river rat fraternity!  



NW PA FISHING REPORT for November 23, 2016 
 

This Report is brought to you by PA Great Lakes Region tourism with addi-
tional sponsorship from Wiegel Brothers Marine and Gamma Fishing Line. 
 

We answer the question: òWhatõs biting in the lakes, stream and rivers of 
Crawford, Erie, Mercer and Venango counties?ó 

 
FRENCH CREEK – Flowing through all four counties 
 
Angler Al (Franklin); filed 11-16: For November, French Creek has 
abnormally low. I trapped creek bait a few weeks back, I picked 
them up and head down to my favorite eddy on Tuesday evening 
to present them to the fish. I caught four northern pike by jigging 
the creek bait on the back of a red & black floating jig head. (See 
photo) 
 
CRAWFORD COUNTY 
 
Pymatuning Lake 
5ŀǾŜ Ϫ wƛŎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ¢ŀŎƪƭŜ {ƘƻǇ; filed 11-21: Beautiful weather this past week until the 
weekend! On Sunday, I had one customer stop by to say he caught a mess of nice bluegills 
off the docks at Jamestown Marina. He said the fish were biting like crazy in the snow 
storm – but he was the only one on the docks! Earlier in week, I had reports of some of 
the regulars finally catching legal size walleyes on blades during the day. Water tempera-
ture is where is should be. The coming Thanksgiving weekend may be a good for walleyes 
– if the wind isn’t blowing too hard. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
.ŜŎƪȅ Ϫ DŀǘŜǿŀȅ .ŀƛǘ; filed 11-21: I only had a couple customers over the weekend and 
they were heading to the steelhead creeks. No one was out on the lake this past weekend 
due to the wind and snow. But before the storm, some guys were doing very well on 
perch in the upper portion of the lake around the causeway. 

$ÏÃË ǢÓÈÉÎÇ  ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÎÏ× ÓÔÏÒÍ ÁÒÒÉÖÅÄ 
"ÌÁÄÅ ÂÁÉÔÉÎÇ  ȬÅÙÅ 2* ȬÓ 0ÙÍÉÅ ÃÒÁÐÐÉÅÓ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5ŀǊƭ Ϫ CƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŀǊƭ .ƭŀŎƪ DǳƛŘŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ; filed 11-18: This fall the crappie bite was 
not nearly as good as the past couple falls. I could only catch scattered crappies here and 
there off the deep cover – until I started thinking outside the box and discovered nice-size 
crappies in what to me seemed to be unusual areas for mid-fall. On the day I discovered 
them, RJ Graham and I boated nearly 40 crappies between us in a short time with the big 
ones going 14 inches. On a trip a few days later with John Braymer on the 15th, the big 
crappies did not turn on until late in the day. But we quickly put a number of very respect-
able crappies in the livewell for John to take home. The Guide Service is officially closed 
for the winter. We will begin spring walleye trips in April at Pymatuning, followed by crap-
pies trips starting in May. If interested in details regarding trip offerings in 2017, please 
drop me an email at darlblack@windstream.net and I’ll put you on the mailing list. 
 
ERIE COUNTY 
 
Presque Isle Bay 
Dominic @ Lake Erie Bait & Tackle; filed 11-21: Wind blowing like crazy the last couple 
days. No one is fishing right now. However, reports from the past week have crappies and 
bluegills being caught in Marina Lake and walleye off the North Pier. Everyone is hoping 
for improved conditions for the holiday weekend. 
 
Paul Stewart (Butler);  
Â Filed 11-14: Went perch fishing on Sunday the 13th. The day started with a hook up 
on every cast, but slowed down as the sun got higher. We ended up with a dozen 
nice keepers each, and threw back many smaller ones. The large fish are slowly 
making their way into the Bay. Hopefully more large ones will be in within the next 
week or two. Our bait was golden shiners – they worked fine. 

Â Filed 11-17: We went perch fishing on Thursday the 17th since the weather looked 
bad for the weekend. It was a slow start in the morning. We made some moves and 
then got some really nice fish in the afternoon, including several doubles. Golden 
shiners still working well. When the bait got low, I used Bobby Garland Baby Shads 
to catch some fish. (See Livewell photos) 

$ÁÒÌ "ÌÁÃË ÏÎ 0ÙÍÁÔÕÎÉÎÇ *ÏÈÎ "ÒÁÙÍÅÒ ,ÁÓÔ ÔÒÉÐ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒ 



 
Erie Tributary Streams 
WƛƳ Ϫ CƻƭƭȅΩǎ 9ƴŘ /ŀƳǇƎǊƻǳƴŘ; filed 11-21: After a late start the steelhead have finally ar-
rived in average or better-than-average numbers. The water table has been replenished 
from a dry summer. Good flow and color has greeted anglers for the past few weeks. Trout 
Beads are in high demand. Conditions can change rapidly. Always call before you travel. 
 
WŜũ Ϫ tƻƻǊ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎ; filed 11-21: Streams conditions are not great, but not terrible either. 
Flow seems to be holding. Usual story – some anglers are doing very well, and some an-
glers are not catching any fish. As usual, there are crowded conditions at Manchester Hole, 
the Chute and the Falls on Walnut. Fish are spread out throughout Elk from mouth to mid-
section to upper sections. Single eggs and egg patterns have been doing best given the 
low, clear water.  

 
5ŀƴ Ϫ 9ƭƪ /ǊŜŜƪ {ǇƻǊǘǎ; filed 11-19: This past Tuesday and Wednes-
day, 15th & 16th, we had a run of big males steelhead move into Elk. 
These fish were 8.5 to 9.5 pounds and guys were catching their limit. 
No reason for the push, no change in water conditions. This bunch of 
males just decided it was time to go upstream. It was wild, unexpected 
fishing for two days! 
 
 
 

 
wŜōŜŎŎŀ Ϫ ¦ƴŎƭŜ WƻƘƴΩǎ 9ƭƪ /ǊŜŜƪ /ŀƳǇƎǊƻǳƴŘ; filed 11-18: We have been very busy 
here…so many fish…so many anglers catching fish and so many pictures. It’s fun at Uncle 
John’s. Weather had been perfect last week, but snow is coming. 
(See photos on Gamma Steelhead Country Page) 
 
Dennis Beggs (Franklin); filed: 11-18: Hi Darl! Attached are a couple photos from steelhead 
fishing this past week. Kim Slye and I fished two days (Tuesday & Thursday). Slye caught 
three on Tuesday and I caught four on Thursday. Both days we were fishing the surf in Lake 
Erie at Trout Run. Best baits were egg sacs, Powerbait, sucker spawn and skein. It is amaz-
ing how you can fish next to a buddy using similar terminal tackle and bait, but one guy 
gets the hits one day and the other guys gets the strikes the next time…all luck. But great 
fun! (See photos on Gamma Steelhead Country Page) 
 
 
 
 

!ÕÓÔÉÎ 9ÏÕÎÇ ÏÎ %ÌË  



 
MERCER COUNTY 
 

Shenango River Lake 
Rick Como (Sharpsville); filed 11-20: The last two weeks have been cra-
zy fishing on Shenango. We’ve been catching lots of white bass, plus hy-
brid stripers, northern pike, largemouth & smallmouth bass and an oc-
casional walleye. Many of these fish were in extremely shallow water. 
But with the arrival of the Big Chill over the weekend, I’m thinking the 

white bass shallow water bite has come to an end. On Friday the 18th – my last day out, I 
caught one striper, about 40 white bass and lost a 20 pound musky right at the side of 
the boat when the fish broke the line. Looking forward to increased walleye bite as water 
temperature drops into the 40s. (See additional photos in the Livewell) 
 
VENANGO COUNTY 
 
Allegheny River 
WŜũ YƴŀǇǇ Ϫ YŜȅǎǘƻƴŜ /ƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ DǳƛŘŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ; filed 11-20: 
We’ve had consistent success during numerous middle Alle-
gheny River guide trips the past two weeks. Lots of smallmouth 
in the 14 to 17 inch range, and good numbers of quality-size 
walleyes; northern pike and musky encounters as well. Hair jigs 
and slow-rolled Bass Pro Shop Speed Shad Swimbaits have 
been the productive offerings for both a bass and walleyes. My 
most recent trip took place Saturday, Nov. 19th – a wild morn-
ing with wind, rain and snow. This was a leading edge of a cold front that will likely slow 
the bass down. Water temperature was 48 degrees and clear for this time of year, with 
perfect flow. While bass days will likely be limited from here on, I’m still guiding for wall-
eyes on both the middle and lower Allegheny. Photo: Ron and Vic Kotwica with a nice 
smallmouth taken during a snowy morning; Keystone Connection photo. 
 
Gene Winger (Oil City); filed 11-19: With water temp dipping into the 40s, we are finding 
bass have moved to their normal winter pools. Last week, with slightly stained water, 
bass were hitting on darker colored Winco Tastee Tube Supremes and C.W. Smallie De-
light jigs. This past week however, as water temps continued to drop, bass started ham-
mering Winco Chillee Willee – a downsized C.W. Smallie Jig. Friday was an exceptional 
day however; in the morning we had a great bite on tubes but as the sun changed a chilly 
morning into a 70 degree afternoon, the bass moved to shallow water where the Winco 
River Darter Swim Bait gave us lots of action, landing over 20 nice bass –most in the 
three to four pound range. What perfect fall afternoon on the river! (See lure photo here 

*Åǟ +ÎÁÐÐ ÐÈÏÔÏ 



and in Livewell. Winco Baits pictured are Chillee Willee, C.W. Smallie De-
light and River Darter Swim Bait.) 
 
 
Steve Udick (Oil City); filed 11-19: I was on the river with Jim Allen on 
the 17th and 18th. On Thursday, we landed 11 bass in a couple hours. No 
real size but lots of action. Most bass cam on black RightBite tubes 
fished just inside the current line. On Friday, we fished the eddy above Veterans Bridge. 

What a day! Fishing in t-shirts in November! The OCFD put the pon-
toons across the river for the winter season and it creates some current 
breaks. We landed four bass and a walleye in current breaks. Pontoon 
chain is not problem for jet boats getting through on either side, but 
not sure prop motors can get through.  
 

5ŀƭŜ .ƭŀŎƪ Ϫ DŀƳƳŀ CƛǎƘƛƴƎ; filed 11-19: I fished the river on the 12th, 13th and 19th this 
past week. On the 12th, the bite was amazing; between two of us we landed 30-some 
smallies – several in the 3 to 4 pound range. On the 13th, Marilyn and Darl Black joined 
me. The bite had changed dramatically in a day, and we had to fish 
hard to get bites. Marilyn outfished Darl and I put together – she land-
ed eight bass while Darl and I had seven between us. Marilyn was using 
6 pound Gamma Edge and intentionally hung on debris; often when 
she jerked it loose, a bass would hit. She ended the day with the same 
tube she started with – didn’t break the Gamma all day! On Saturday 
the 19th, I tried to sneak out before the storm. Ended up getting wet 
and cold, but caught 15 smallmouths. 
 
 
Lou Letterle (Franklin); filed 11-18: My friend Ken Dudash and I have been fishing the Al-
legheny for walleyes. We are catching some walleyes here and there, but have yet to 
catch more than one or two from any location. We are fishing protected water out of the 
main current, especially when the river is running high like it was in early November. No 
real size to walleye – hopefully will see some bigger ones over the next couple weeks be-
fore we wrap it up for the year. I included a photo of typical walleyes being caught. (See 
photo in Livewell) 
 
tŜǘŜ /ŀǊǘǿǊƛƎƘǘ Ϫ {ƳŀƭƭƛŜǎƻƴǘƘŜ¸ƻǳƎƘΦŎƻƳ; filed 11-17: We fished the Allegheny on 
the 13th. Started out slow but the as day progressed we found some bass. We used tubes 
to catch 5 smallies and a decent walleye. The water was stained with lots of floating 
leaves. (See photo in Livewell) 
 

'ÅÎÅȭÓ ,ÕÒÅÓ 
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Bill Logan (Pleasantville) 
- 11-20: I took bass on tubes today with four fish coming from in one small spot. I 
lost a fish when it jumped twice. The GAMMA Line I won the Report is fishing 
very well! 

- 11-15: Fished Monday the 14th and took 8 smallies. But today I hit 16 smallies 
with 3.5 pound kicker! Some bass took grubs but most came on small tubes in 
deeper water than I had been fishing. Gene Winger hit 22 and 2 walleyes today! 

- 11-13: Well today sux! I got 3 total bass. 
- 11-11: A cold front and a stiff North wind blowing down river can’t stop me! Be-
cause I’m an idiot. Got 3 bass and missed 4. I’ll be back! 

¶ 11-9: I got 18 bass today!  In a space of 5 minutes, I caught a 20 inch and 19 inch 
on a tube. The rest came on a Galida Grubz in Golden Shiner. The bite was slow 
and steady until the fish shut down half an hour before wind blew the river full of 
leaves. I cleaned the jet a lot!  

 
 
 
 
 
Paul Stewart perch success on Presque Isle Bay last week! 

 
 
 
 



GAMMA LINE Salutes Steelhead County 

 Photos from Uncle John’s Elk Creek Campground 

Steelhead Forecast for Thanksgiving Holiday Weekend 
 
With many people having extended time off over the Thanksgiving Holiday period, steel-
head fishing will certainly attract a lot of attention – especially for those coming home to 
visit family. Therefore the NW PA Fishing Report called on Erie’s old salt Dan Seaman at Elk 
Creek Sports to make his best forecast for the coming holiday weekend. 
 
Dan Seaman: Going into the snow and rain period of this past weekend, the creeks were 
low and clear…reasonable flow, but we can use more water plus a little color. With several 
days of light rain and snow melt leading into Thanksgiving Day, the creeks should be in 
good shape for a stronger bite – good flow, slight color but not muddy and high. If the 
rains are not too heavy on Thursday and Friday, fishing could be very good over the week-
end and into the first week of December. The initial slow rise of a steelhead stream always 
signal good fishing as more fish move in. The longer streams (like Elk, Conneaut, or Twenty 
Mile) typically hold the flow for longer period. Expectations are good for fishing success 
over Thanksgiving weekend.  
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The Livewell 

Brought to you by: 

 

 

 

 

Shenango Lake Rules this fall!  

Rick Como and crew fishing up a storm.  
Boat of the Month:  How about this under the 

Christmas Tree? Well maybe in the drive! It’s 

not to late! See Kneal or Deb at Wiegel’s! 

Wiegel Brothers Marine 
704 ½ Elk Street 
Franklin, PA 16323 
814-437-2077 
www.wiegelbrothersmarine.com 
Debbie@wiegelbrothersmarine.com  

http://www.wiegelbrothersmarine.com
mailto:Debbie@wiegelbrothersmarine.com


Livewell Overflow: 

 Why we love the Allegheny River in the fall! 

 Photos by Gene Winger, Lou Letterle and Darl Black 
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  Gamma Fishing Tip  
You can find GAMMA line locally at the following tackle shops: 
Consumer Direct Sports – Grove City, PA 
Griffins Bait & Tackle – Cooperstown, PA 
Hill’s County Store – Williamsfield, OH 
Maurer’s Trading Post—Franklin, PA  
Robinson’s Bait & Tackle — Espyville, PA 

 
______ is the winner of tackle prize for this issue of the Fishing Report. 
Please email your shipping address to Darl Black to claim your prize. 
 

GAMMA Line Tip: The Five Best Waters for the next two weeks. 
 
1. Lake Erie Tributaries – If you are into steelhead fishing, or want to try for the first 
time, the stream conditions for next several days look very good. 

2. Allegheny River – Unless the water temp drops too quickly, the next week or so 
should be very good for smallmouth bass. If temps dip below the mid-40s, go for 
walleyes. 

3. Pymatuning Lake – Water temp is just right for walleye blade bait bite 
4. Shenango River Lake – Crappies seem to be biting better at Shenango than 
Pymatuning this fall; with water temp dropping into the 40s, go deep. Expect wall-
eye success to pick up…on blade baits. 

5. Justus Lake – Griffin’s Bait and Tackle reminds us that this is a sleeper lake when it 
comes to late fall fishing. This lake is home to some big smallmouth bass, walleye 
and musky – usually only seen in late fall. Also, trout should be prowling shallower 
water.   

Black Knight Industries 
Oil City, PA 16301 
www.gammafishing.com 
www.froghairfishing.com  

 

 

http://www.gammafishing.com
http://www.froghairfishing.com

